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Signs of CurisTs coming , | 
AND: {| 


Of the ht DAY; ec. 


| Lux E 21. 

Ver. 25. And there foall be ſigns in the Sun, and in the Moon, 
and in the Stars, ana upon the earth diſtreſs of Nations, With 
perplexity, the Sea and the waves roaring, el 

Ver. 26, Mens hearts failing them for fear and for locking after i 
thoſe things which arc coming on the earth ,, for the powers of 
heaven foall be ſhaken. | Þ; 

Ver. 27. And then ſhall thy ſee the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 

Ver. 28. And when theſe things begin to come to paſs, then look 
»p, andlift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh. 

Ver. 29. And he (pake to them a parable, Behold the fig-tree, 
and all the trees. 

Ver. 3v. When they now ſhoot forth; ye (er and kyow of your own 
ſelves, that Summer ts now nigh at hand. 

Ver. 31, So likewiſe ye, when ye ſee theſe things come to paſs , 
know ye that the Kingdom of God 14 nigh at hand. 

Ver. 32. Ferily I ſay unto you, Thw generation foall not paſs 
away, toll all be ful Blled 

Ver. 33. Heaven and earth foall paſs away ;, but my woras fall 
not paſs away. 


SYS Hat this Scripture may be the more clear tous 
= J Firſt, we muſt know, that thoſe Signs which 
M} [-88-> the Lord hath foretold, although they be great 
LP and many, yet ſhall ſo come to paſs and be 
== fulfilled , that none, or atleaſt very few , ſhall 
acknowledge them, or reckon them for ſuch 
Signs. For theſe two things mult both come to paſs togecher, 
A2 as 


(2) 
as is foretol@ by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to wit, that many and 
gr ear Signs thall cometo paſs, and yetthat for all thar, the 
aſt Day ſhall come ſo unexpeRedly upon the world, that from 

its firſt Creation, it was never more ſecure, then in that yer 
hour, wherein that day ſhall ſhine forth like Lightning, They 
ſhall indeed ſee the Signs, and ſhall hear alſo, that they were 

foretold by Chriſt, buc ſuch ſhall be their blindneſs, that th 
ſhall not only give no credit ro them, but alſo ſhall deride 
thoſe that do admoniſh them thereof. , and through too great 
ſecurity, ſhall ſcoffingly ſay, Oh mad men ! And what ſhall 
we live to that day ? How fooliſhly fearful are you? for by 
the ſamereaſon, you may'fear, that the Heavens will fall. upon 
your heads. : Notwithſtanding , there muſt needs be ſome, 
whom this Day ſhall overtake, and chiefly thoſe who leaſt ex. 
pe& it, which both the words of Chriſt, and alſo of his .Apo- 
ſiles, wherein chey have foretold this ſtupid ſecurity and ſot- 
—_— , do moſt plainly teſtifie ; whuch- now we will con. 
Er, | y 
Chriſt, aſſoon as he had warned of the foregoing things, 
faich in this place, See chat your hearts be not oppreſſed with ſwr- 
fetting, and dr mnkenxeſs, and the cares of this preſent life, and 
that day come upon you unaWwares, which as. a ſnare ſhall come 
wpow all the inhabitants on the earth. Now, is it not manifeſt , 
out of theſe words, chat men ſhall ſo ſecurely give themſelyes 
uÞ to eating and drinking, and to other buſineſſes of this life, 
that being wholly drowned in theſe, they ſhall nor ſo much 
asthink of this Day : In the mean time, living and ſolacing 
themſelves every: where, 1 ſay , not only without all fear of 
this Day, but even without all /»/p;t;on of it, For, except the 
ſecurity of men were very great, how were it poſſible that that 
Day ſhould come ſuddainly,and unexpeRedly upon the world? 
For Chriſt hath forecold, that it ſhall come as a ſnare , wherein 
Birds and Beaſts are then chiefly taken, when they do the moſt 
ſecurely ſeek-their food. And by this , he hatch plainly enough 
ſignified, that worldly men about that Day , ſhall hve in t 

hipheſt, Delights and Pleaſures, and ſhall alſo be moſt incenc 
about che affairs of this life , in building houſes , in pry 

Gardens and Orchards , in heaping up riches , and that wir 
far greater, both are. and dz/zgexce , then ever before.:; os 
when 


3) | 
when they. ſhall nor doubt, but that the Day of the T.ord, is 
more then a thouſand _ yet to come, then preſently, and in 
a very moment ſhall they be ſer betore the dreadful Tribunal 


of God. This ſame-thing alſo, is meant by that which the Lord - 


ſaidin Luke 17, As the lightning from heaven, doth ſuddenly 
eulighten. all things that are under heaven, ſo ſball the Sun of 
Han be, in his Day , whereby doubcleſs, fuch a /ud1ainneſs of 
this Day is ſignified, as cannot poſſibly be expreſſed by any 
other fimilitade, . And it follows there, As ir was in the dayes 
of Noah , ſa ſball it be at the coming of the $1n of Man, 
they did eat, they drank,, they married wives, and were given iu 
warriage, till. the day wherein Noah betock himſelf ro the 
Ark, and then came the flood and deſtroyed themi all, And like- 
wiſe, As it was in the dayes of Lot, they did eat and drink , 
bought and ſold, planted and built, but in that very day, in 
which Lot went ont of Sodom, ir rained fire and brimftone 
from heaven, and deſtrojed them all , $0 foall it be, in that Day, 
wherein the Son of man ſhall be manifeſted. 

And ſo by theſe words, it is moſt plainly ſhewed , that 
about that Day, men ſhall live not only in deep Security, but 
alſo ſball be ſo 7.9 Lpn—ay in the affairs of this life, that 
they cannot poſſibly be more, And yet notwithſtandin 
all this, moſt certain it is, that Chriſt hath not foretold thete 
Signs, tothe intent that »o wan ſhould know, or acknowledge 
them, when they ſhall come to paſs, though, (as we are 
ſufficiently inſtruſted by rhe foregoing words of Chriſt ) 
there ſhould be very few, as in the dayes of Noah and 
Lot there were ſome, though very few, who were not igno- 
rant of the wrath of God coming upon them ; For except 
there ſhould be ſome who ſhould know thoſe Signs, Chrift 
ſhould have in vain foretold them, ſaying, Wh:n you ſhal 
ſee theſe things come to paſs, know, that that Day # at hand. 
And again, Then lift wp your heads, for your redemption draw- 
eth near. 

Wherefore undoubtedly there muſt needs be ſome living 
in the time of theſe Signs, who ſhall both know and ackanow- 
fedge che Signs, and ſhall alſo, as, the Lord doth admoniſh, 
lift up their Heads, and expetF their Redemption, though they 
cannot certainly know that preciſe day. And for thig cauſe, 
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(4) 
-we our ſelves ought not to live ſo ſecurely, but to conſider 
very diligently, whether orno perchance, thoſe Signs are r.ow 
brought torih, or have bezn brought torth already, or are 
yet hereafter to be brought forth. For my part, 1 would 
compell: 0 man to believe me, and yet in this macter 1 will 
not yield up my Judgement to any other, namely, that the 
laſt Day is rior far off. Into which judgement, choſe very 
ſelf ſame Signs forerold of Chriſt, do draw me. For if any 
one turn over all' Hiſtories, be ſhail not find from Chrifts 
time to this, any l:ke char--which hath been chis laſt hundred 
years, all things confidered together. For we never read 
that men bzilr and plarred ſo much, and fo generally, and 
with ſo great . colt before. Never did men ſo commonly 
addi themſelves to ſuch divers and precious Diainties ,, and 
exceſs of Apparel is grown ſo great, that it can hardly grow 
greater, i 
Beſides who hath read from the beginning of the world, 
of thelike Arts and Attempts of Merchants, who, both com- © 
paſs about, and deyour the whole world ? Furthermore 
all Arts almoſt, are become more exat then eyer before, that 
' none may doubr, but that they are come even to the very 
height. The Art of painting, carving, engraving, and of 
making rapiſtry, &c. were never more ſubtile and' tine firice 
Chriſts Nativity, Laſtly, ſuch wirs now ſpring up, which ſearch 
out almoſt all chings, tha in thispreſent Age, you ſhall bave a 
young man of about twenty years old, that hath more Learn- 
ing, then alittle before this Age had twenty DoRors, The 
Lang wages alſo are revived, and the Knowledge of all things : 
and all manner of Wiſdom and Induſtry haye received ſuch 
increaſes in this Age, that none can deny, but that the world 
in theſe things which appertain to the conyeniencies of this 
preſent lite, or (as Chriſt calls them ) the eares of this life, 
ſuch as are, to ear, to drink, to build, to plant, to buy, to ſell, 
eo care, and maintain Wife and Children, is come to that 
height, that any one may lee, (as alfo it is commonly ſaid ) 
that it carinor be higher, and that the affairs of this life, 
muſt needs cither- fall, or receive ſome other change. But 
row the world is at that paſs, that none hardly can think, 
either how they ſhould.conveniently be changed, or yet how 
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| IF 
they ſhould fall. Notwithſtanding ſome certain light ſhines 
forth, and ſome kind of day, whatſoever it is, ariſech, ir can- 
not be otherwiſe ; For as to the temporal things of this 
life, wherewith the body is nouriſhed, there was never be. 
fore, ſo much prudence, induſtry and learning, in the Com. 
mon-wealth of Chriſtians, I mention not thoſe new inyen- 
tions, ſach as the Art of Printing, the uſe of Guns, and ma+ 
ny other things, both in Military and Civil affairs. Yea and 
alſo all things are come to the very height, not only in 
worldly but in Spiritual things , there were never ſeen more 
Errors, Sins, and Lies from the beginning of the world then 
now. For at Conftance, the Goſpel of Chriſt was not more 
wickedly, then impudently condemned, and the pernicious 
Inventions of the Pope were received for Laws , all which be- 
iny ſwallowed down, the very marrow of the world was ex- 
hanſted, Every day, more then a hundred thouſand af:ſſ; 
are offered up and down the world; to which wickedneſs, 
nothing can be compared. In the j»terim an innumerable thou. 
ſand, and ten thouſands of ſouls are driven to hell by their 
Auricular confeſſion, by their ſeven Sacraments, by their Indul- 
gences, & Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and InjuRtions, that one would 
verily think, that God had even quite' reſigned up the world 
to the Devil. And in a word, it cannot be, that more im- 
pudent Lies, more pernicious Hereſies, more horrible blind. 
neſs, more obſtinare Blaſpemie,. ſhould ever come upon the 
World, then hath latly been brought upon ir, by Biſhops, 
Colledges . and Univerſities , inſomuch that now at 
laſt that wrerched Ariftorle, rwice dead, is become the only 
DoRor and Governor of the Chriſttan Common-wealth , 
the Pope ating therein the part of Chriſts Vicar, of which of. 
fice thar man of fin doth ſo proudly boaſt himſelf. 
For whileſt the knowledge of Chriſt was ſadly oppreſt, and 
even quite extinguiſhed in the hearts of the moſt, then did 
he invade Chriſts place, for whom the ſeat of Satan was more 
fir, then Chriſts. I mention not here thoſe groſs wickedneſles, 
as luſts, ſlavghrers, perfidiouſneſs, coyeronineſs and the like, 
which are now grown vp to that degree, that there is left nej- 
ther ſhame, nor fear in committing of them. Zxſ# bath outr- 


gone the bounds and uſe of nature, and bath ſwallowed up no 
org 


; | (6) 

- fort of men ſo much, as it bath done the Fpiritualty as they 
call themſelyes, though indeed they be nuthing-buc fieG,;and 
. of all men moft deſtituce of the Spirir. Furthermore, what 
ever men may judge of other Signs, yet I am ſure of this, 
that che Lord hath plainly forerold, that abour his Day, men 
ſhould ſecurely and boldly eat, drink, build, planc, buy, fell, 
and marry, and ſhould wholly drown themleives in the cares 
of this life , for in theſe laſt hundred years thele things bave 
prevailed more, then eyer heretofore. 

Neither is that which 2arthew hath foretold, in ch, 24. 
touching that Horrible Abomination (to wit) Antichriſt, a 
leſs certain Signs to me then the former, namely that under his 
Kingdome, there ſhould be and prevail, extream blindneſs,the 
molt pernicious Errors, and the higheſt wickedneſſ:'s, All 
which things do moſt wretchedly flouriſh in the Kingdom of 
the Pope, and thatin the greate't iwpadency and tyranny that 
can be, Which Sign (I confeſs ) above all the reſt, compells 
me ſedfaſtly co believe, that Chriſt will not now ſtay long. 
For truly theſe wickedneſſes are more great and grieyous, and 
theſe Blaſphemies are more horrible, then that Heaven ſhould 
long indure to behold them for they do even provoke the 
Day of the Lord, and inſult over his Divine Vengeance ; 
that it cannot be, but it muſt needs come quickly upon chem, 
as aſnare, If it were only [uxary and I»ft, as before the 
flood, or outward fins, as among the Sodomures, I could not 
for this cauſe, be ſo ſoon brought to believe, that that Day of 
the Lord was (0 near at hand , but now ſeeing they over- 
throw, deſtroy, condemn and blaſpheme the Worſhip of God, 
the word of God, the Sacraments of God.the Children of God 
and whatſoever elſe is of God, and do ſet up the Devil in 
his place, and worſhip and adore him for God, and honour his 
lyes inſtead of the Truth of God, I am verily perſwaded, thar 
the end of this ſo grievous wickedneſs, will be ſooner then 
men do think. Amen. 

The Apoſtles alſo bave forerold this ſame groſs and deep 
ſecurity ot men, about the Day of the Lord, as Pawl in 
1 Thef. 5. ſaith, the day of the Lord foall come as a thief in the 
»:ghrt,ſo that when they ſbcll ſay it 15prace,there us no dauger near, 
then [uddain deftr witzun ſpall everwbelm thew, Now oy one 
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knowes, that the thief comes then, when men leaſt think of 
him. And Pexer alſo ſaith, 2 Per. 3. That in the laſt dayes, 
there ſhall come Impoſtors, WhatBall walk in deceit, according 
ro their own Iuſts, ana ſhall ſay where 1s hus promiſe, where x, 
his coming ? for ſince the Fathers are dead, all things continge 
as from : 6 beginning : But the Day of the Lord foall come as 
a thief, im which the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, &c, Now who do you think are they that walk accord. 
ing to their own luſts, bur the Papiſts, who neither fear men 
nor God, but domineer over all, that they may wholly live ac- 
cording to their own lufts, it is they that ſay, where is his 
Coming ? Anddo you think that the /aft Day is at hand? Oh 
ridiculous ! ſurely all things ſhall remain tor a while, as they 
have been, We read antiently, that they of Zer»ſalem were 
of the ſame niind, and ſmitten with the ſame blindneſs, who 
having ſeen many Signs, yet could not be perſwaded thar 
they did portend their Deſtruction, till it came upon them at 
unawares. Yea fromthe beginning of the world, the wicked 
would never indure to believe that their deſtruRion was ar 
hand, before they felt it, that it might be fulfilled which is 
writtenin Pſalm 54. Bloody and deceitful men fhall-uot live 
ext half their dayes. For they alwaies preſume and never fear, 
wherefore the wrath of God mult needs overwhelm them 
unawares. And ſo * ſhall undoubredly happen to our 
Papiſts, who when they ſhall think, that this great Day, is a 
thouſand years yer to come, it ſhall come upon them. the 
very next night. But now let us conſider the reſt of the 
Signs. 
"here ſhall be figns in the Sun, The Sign in the Sun 
is, that it ſhall /«ſe its light, which thing we have often 
ſeen done; for ſo it is foretold, AMatth. 24. That the Sun 
fall loſe its light. Now in this matter 1 will not raſhly im- 
poſe upon any one, but will freely dec'are my own terſe. 
There are ſome that think the Sun ſhall be ſo obſcured, 
that afterwards it ſhall neyer give forth any more light, which 
I reckon to be a miſtake, becauſe Day and Night muſt needs 
continue till the end of all things ; ſeeing the Lord hath pro. 
miſed, that ſo long as the world ſhall ſtand, there ball not 


want ſeed time and harveſt, heat and cold, ſummer and winter, 
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8 The Signs of Chrifts coming: 
#ioht and day. Wherefore this Sign muſt ſo come to paſs, thaz 
notwithſtanding its fulfilling, day-and night muſt till remain. 
whence it is evident, that this-Sign in the Sun, ſhall be no- 
thing elſe, but that ic ſhall loſe its light for a time, which 
we Po commonly-to happen, and do call it the Eclipſe. 
And hereunto it appertains, that that Sign in the Sun doth 
alwayes portend ſome great calamity ; which experience 
hath ſufficiently made good, by the teſtimony. almoſt of all 
Hiſtories. Nowin the years lately going before, there have 
happened many Eclipſes of the Sun, and more frequently, as 
I think, then ever heretofore, and yer, through the Lords 
patience, no notable effects have followed, which is the cauſe 
that they begin wholly to be neleted and to be reckoned not 
worth the raking notice of, And this madneſs the Aſtrolo- 
cers have furthered, attributing theſe things ( and that nor 
untruely ) to the courſe of Nature, whereby-not the ſlothful. 
neſs only, but alſo the ſecurity of thoſe carnal men, is. both 
increaſed and confirmed , But notwithſtanding the Lord pro- 
ceeds in bis work, when we ſnort ſecurely, And although 
both the courſe of Natureallowes it, and the revolution of the 
Heavens require, that theſe Defections of the Sun ſhould 
come to paſs, yer are they alwayes alſo, PrediRtions of the 
wrath of God, and uſually one calamity or other follows 
them ; Now becauſe ſuch DefeRions have happened hereto- 
fore, muſt God therefore create another Sun, and another 
Moon, and other Stars, or- ſhew forth other Signs in the 
/ ſame? Werather ſay, that from the beginning of the world, 
the courſe of the Heavens was fo ordered, that towards the 
end of the world, by the frequent Eclipſes that ſhould hap- 
pen, it ſhould foreſhew the Day of the Lord. Foreventhe 
Heathen write, that that which we call a Comet, is a natu- 
ral impreſſion ; and yet notwithſtanding, the ſame men write, 
that no {ſuch Comet is produced, bur that ir ſignifies ſome 
notable Inconvenience to be near, But our blind Guides do 
follow - Ariſtotle, ( fools follow a fool) who hath writ a 
peculiar book, touching Heavezly Impreſſions, attributing 
them all ro Nature , neither do they confider, that they may 
both come to paſs by the courſe of Nature, and yer alſo be 
. Stgns appointed by God, to forcſhew his diſplealure ck 
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The Signs of Chrifts coming. 
bangs over the world, And ſo as that ſame God of theirs, 
to wit Ariftotle, hath ſaid, that if oe abſuraity be granted, 
a thonſand will follow, lo this frartick Heathen being 
received for the only Door, the whole world is 
filles with mad and doltiſh Maſters, who although they 
brag much of the knowl:dge of Narure, yet being indeed as 
ignorant of that, as of the knowledg2 of Grace, they haye 
brought to paſs, that other men alſo ſhould be left deſtitute 
even of Common Senſe. - Bur who ever thou art char 
wouleſt not periſh with thoſe blind Dolts, perſwade thy 
ſeif, that what ever unuſual thing thou ſeeſt co happen in the 
Heavens, ic doth undoubtedly fignite che wrath of 
God. 

dnd in the Boen, And this Sign is, as Matthew teſti- 
fies, in ch, 24. That the Acon Roall withdraw its light, that 
is, ſhall ſuffer an Eclipſe. And of this Sign we may Judge 
the ſame, as of the Eclipſe of the Sun ; Which alſo in theſe 
few laſt years, haye been very frequent, For there hath 
not been a year for this long time, in which there hath not 
happened one Eclipſe or other, either of the Sun or of the 
Moon, oftentimes of both of them, ſometimes twice of one 
of themin the ſame year. Which if they be not Signs, I 
know not what Signs we ſhall expeR.For though, in former 
Ages alſo, the like Eclipſes have happened , yet never ſo often, 
neither have ſo many of them been ſeen together. The 
Signs that went before the Deſtruction of Jeraſalem, had 
alſo been ſeen before, but nevertheleſs they were Signs now 
to them, and did portend the Deſtruction of that City, 
And ſo theſe DefeRions, though they have happened before, 
yet notwithſtanding alſo are they Signs of the laſt Day, ſeeing 
the Lord hath ſo foretold , eſpecially, ſeeing they are now 
ſeen more frequently then ever heretofore, 

And in rhe Stars. This ſign is that, which Chriſt doth 
more clearly ſpeak of, in Matth. 24. where he ſaith, The 
Stars ſhall fall from Heaven , which thing we often ſee 
ro come to paſs, and I know nor, whether ever ſo frequent- 
ly heretofore. Ariſtorle that fool-leader of the Univerſities, 
affirms that they are Natural things, and of no account , 
but we who know the Goſpel to be the word of the Lord, 
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10 The Signs of Ehrifts coming. 

and Divine Wiſdom, negleRing AriForle, let us acknowledge} 
that the falling of the Stars is a Sign of the laſt Day, asalfo 

the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon. For the Goſpel which 

doth reſtifie them to be Signs hereof, cannot deceive us. 

And ſeeing theſe come to paſs now more frequently then 

heretofore, and yer ( which formerly hath been uſual ) 

no great calamity hath followed, this ſurely is the reaſon 

thac we ſhould believe that theſe Signes do foreſhew the 

glorious coming of Chriſt : which truly as they do the more 

notably foretel the great Day of the Lord, ſodo they come 

to paſs themore, and the more often. Very few indeed do 

mind theſe things, but ic was foretold of Chriſt it ſhould be 

ſo, that the men of the World might expect other Signs, as. 
the 7ews did expe another Chriſt. 

And in the earth, Diſtreſs of Nations through per- 
plexity. This we are not ſo to underſtand, as if all Nations, 
or the greater part of them, ſhould ſuffer this Trouble, | 
For we muſt remember, that the Signs here toretold are. 
ſuch, that they be acknowledged but of few, to wit, only. 
of the Elet. Wherefore as the Defettions of the Sun, 
do not laſt a whole year, or a month, and the DefeRions 
of the Moon, not a week, or a whole night, but only an hour 
or two; andas all the Stars do not fall from Heaven, but a. 
few only, that they may remain Signs, which the Godly only 
do take notice of ; and they are not ſuch great changes of 
things, that the wicked alſo ſhould be compelled to obſerye 
them, whom that day ſhall overtake, whileſt they are delight- 
ing themſelves in great ſecurity ; ſo many ſhall not ſuff-r 
this Preſſure and Perplexity, neither ſhall they ſuffer it con- 
tinually, that ſo it may remain a Sign to the Godly only, 
and that the wicked who believe Afrol/ogers more then God, 
-may account them Natural things, attributing them either 
ro the Complexion, or to Melancholy, or to the Stars, or to 
ſome other Natural cauſe, and ſo contemning theſe manife!t. 
Signs, perſeverein their own Blindneſs : ſecing indeed theſe 
Signs manifeſtly, but not acknowledging them for ſuch', 
as the Pews ſaw Feſus, and yer did nor know him to be the 
Chriſt. Furthermorethis Preſſure is not corporal , .For, as 
is ſheweJ out of the plain. words-of Chriſt, there _ 
c 
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be Peace, and Riches enow, about the Day.of the Lord, ſee-: 


ing men at that very time , ſhall be moſt of all addicted to- 
eating, and drinking , building, and planting, and trading ,- 
and marrying, and to all other affairs of this preſent lite , 
which could not be, except they did then enjoy abundance vf 
Peace and Plenty. Wherefore, I do underſtand this preſſure , 
to be that perplexity of Conſcience, when it being oppreſſed 
with its ſins, finds no way , whereby it may be relieved, and 
refreſhed : For the Goſpel , being oppreſſed and Rope , 
whereby only aflited Conſciences can be comforted , and 
Humane DoErines being ſet up inſtead thereof , by which 
they teach afflicted ſouls to blot out their ſins, with their own 
pitiful Works, and thereby alſo to merit Heaven , how could 
it be otherwiſe, but that many oppreſſed and aMited Con- 
ſciences, ſhould eyen almoſt quite deſpair ? For ſuch Conſci- 
ences, do earnefily deſire to live godly, and to do well, and to 
obtain ſalvation, and yet what eyer is taught them of men, 
doth not ſatisfie them, though they perform all things diligent. 
ly ( for this is that water , that whoſoever drinks thereof, 
ſhall thirſt again ) how then can it be, but that their 
anguiſh and torment, muſt be exceeding grieyous ? 
They feel their fins, they are oppreſt with them , and endea- 
vour to their utmoſt power by all means to be rid of them, 
and for this cauſe, they embrace, do, and endure any thing , 
but yer obtain by nothing , the very leaft eaſe, becauſe Hu-. 
mane Works are wholly unable to take away fin , and hence. 
ariſeth that rrembling and dowbrfulneſs of mind in them, which. 
Luke terms « 2xier 3 for afflited Conſciences become ſo per- 
plexed, that they know not which way to turn themſelves, or . 
what to undertake, and being placed in this. doubtfulneſs and 
perplexity of mind, how eafte a matter was it, for thoſe Im- 
poltors, the Apoſtles of Satan, the Teachers of Humane In. 
ventions, to perſwade them any thing ? And herenpon they 
undertook ſo many various and fookſh Vows, Pilgrimages, . 
Worſhipping of Images , Maſſes, buying of Dirges, and 
Prayers , many beat themſelyes with rods, others encred into 
the Carthuſian Order, others embraced other things, though 
moſt grievous and ſeyere, all which were the works ot aftlicted 


and troubled Conſciences, and that very thing which Chriſt 
B 3 here 
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here foretold. For he uſerth theſe two words, wy, & «ia, 
of which the firſt ſignifies Preſſare and Straitneſs, the other 
Donbtfulneſs and Perplexity of mind,as whena man is brought 
into any neceſſity , out of which he cannot poſlibly eſca. e; 
as ſuppoſe he beſhutup in a cloſe priſon, or any other trait 
place, inwhich appears no door of Hope , then doth he en. 
dure TW ovrexlw, that is, Straitneſs, or as we haverendred* 
it, Preſſure, Afterwards, being thus ſtraicned , and earneſt] 
deſiring to eſcape,and ſo fludyingandthinking,now this thing, 
now that, which not ſucceeding, or elſe proving impoſlible, 
heis then confounded in himſelf, and amazed with great per. 
plexity, and this is # «iz » that dowbrfulneſs and perplexity of 
mind, And this evil, thoſe Conſciences feel and have experi- 
ence of, which being oppreſled with fin, are yet deſtitute of 
the Goſpel , and are driven up and down with Humane Do- 
Qrines, Firſt, they feel rhemſelves compaſſed abour with ſin, 
. andasit were ſhut upina cloſe priſon , from whence they 
cannot imagine any eſcape ; and this is their confinement and 
preſſure. Then preſently the other evil ariſeth, to wit, their 
trembling , and moſt grievous perplexity of mind, For they 
deſire to be freed from ſin , but wanting the Goſpel , which 
holds forth Chriſt as the only Savior from ſin,they ſometimes 
ſeek this way , and ſometimes that, even any way that their 
Confeſſors, and other Apoſtles of the Pope, thoſe Deſtroyers 
of Conſciences, ſhall uncertainly dire& them, and-( accord- 
ing to their impudency ) ſhall perſwade them to. And when 
they have done all that they perſwade them to , they arein 
no better condition then they were before , yea they find ſin 
to rape the more grievouſly, and then are they ſadly doubt- 
ing, andamarzed, yea, are even confounded, not knowing 
which way to turn themſelves, nor what to undertake. Now 
into this evil , the ſtupidand ſecure common people do not 
fall, but only ſome few, and they for the moſt part , the moſt 
ſerious people, who are of a good and itudious mind, who 
deſire to do good to all, and ro hurt none, but to live honeſt- 
ly. Yet they have ſome fecret fin, which doth grieyouſly 
trouble them, and laſh themeeven day and night, and gnaw 
vhem like a worm without intermiſſion, ſo that rhey can never 
heartily rejoyce, Theſe are the moſt defirable Beaſts to the 


Popiſh 
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*Popifh Hunters, for they that are troubled with this diſtem- 
per, will eaſily give and part with all they have. Now the Go- 
ſpel would be a fingular comfort to theſe , for theſe are the 
poor to whom Chriſt himſelf preacheth, and commandeth all 
his Miniſters to preach to them alſo , ſeeing none do more 
Ereedily deſire his Dofrine , nor more heartily embrace ir, 
And this ſign hath been ſo frequent, theſe laft hundred years , 
that nota few through this preſſure and perplexiry , have be- 
come ſottiſh and mad, which Gerſox alſo teltifies. And 
though in former Ages there have been ſome ſuch, yet never 
were there ſo many, and fo generally, as in this Age of ours: 
becauſe neyer did any Humane DoGtrine, by the hundredth 
part, reign ſo generally, and ſo cruelly rend and torment fo 
many Conſciences, as the DoRrine and Laws of the Pope, and 
his ſhaven and hooded Diſciples. For no injunRion hath 
been ſo great a cauſe of this evil , as that of Confeſſion, 
which an hundred years ago, either wasnot at all , or was not 
ſo exated. And 9 that preſſure and terror of Conſciences,, 
was not before a Sign of the laſt Day, when it was neither ſo 
frequent, nor ſo urgent. But now, when the Precepts of men 
being exceedingly increaſed, and moſt ſeverely exaRted, the 
corture of mens Conſciences is more cruel and frequent then 
ever before, ir is moſt certainly become a Sign of Chriſts 
coming, ſeeing thoſe Signs muſt needs be great and frequent , 
which the godly only do take notice of, but the wicked do 
ſecurely contemn, as hath been often ſaid before. 

Lhe Sea and the waves thereot roaring, This roaring of 
the Sea, and commorions of the waters, is wont to be brought 
to paſs by the winds , as is all the noiſe of the Sea and the 
waters, Now by the Sea we are to underſtand, not only the 
Ocean, but alſo all other Lakes and ſtanding waters , which 
are moved by the violence of che winds, For according to the 
phraſe of theScripture, as it is in the firſt of Geneſis, all ga- 
therings together of waters, whether the Seas, or itanding 
waters, or Lakes, are called by the name of the Sea. The 
waves, are the commotions, or troublings, or ſtorms of the 
Sea or ſtanding waters. Now as it hath been ſpokenalready 
of former Signs, ſo it isalſo to be underſtood here, that not 
all Seas, ſtanding waters and Lakes,ſhould all cogether ar ay 
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be ſhaken and troubled with the winds, bur ſeeing this is to be 
. aSign, ſome of rhem muſt n<eds roar, and that often , for as 
- all che Stars donor fall , and as all Men- are not troubled and 
diſtreſſed in their Conſciences;ſo neither is it neceſſary that all 
Seas and Waters ſhould be troubled, and roar with the winds, 
Now here our ſweet" Miſtreſs Philoſophy , fitting in its own 
-Kingdom, the Univerſities, will loudly laugh at us, Whar, 
(will ir fay ) did you never feel the wind ? Did you. never 
+ hear the roaring of the Sea ? You mighceaſily learn from my 
- Ariffotle, that theſe are natural things. Burt ler-us pals by thele 
-things, who do well know, that the Word -of God, and 
theſe Signs , are nothing eMe but ridiculous things to thoſe 
wiſe men, or rather Monſters of men, We will undoubtedly 
believe the Scriptures, which teach us, that thoſe unwonted 
tempeſts of the winds, and voarings of the waters, are Signs 
of thelaſt Day. Which though they have happened hereto. 
fore, yer not ſo yehemently nor ſo frequently. Within this 
ten or twelye years laſt paſt, there hath been ſuch tempeſts and 
roarings of the waters, beſides that which is to come here- 
after , that I do not believe that the like hath been in former 
times. We are further to conſider , that when the former 
Ages have ſeen bur ſome certain of theſe Signs , and that ſel- 
dom to come to paſs , in our Age they come in abundance, 
and frequently, We ſee the Sun to be darkened, and the 
Moon, the Stars to fall, men to be diſtreſſed , the winds and 
waters to make a noiſe, and whatever elſe is foretold of the 
Lord, all of them to come to pals as it were together, Be. 
ſides, we have ſeen not a few Comets, having the form of the 
Croſs, imprinted from heaven, both on the bodies and gar- 
ments of men, new kinds of diſeaſes, as the French Pox, and 
ſome others. How many other Signs alſo , and unuſual im- 
preſſions, have we ſeenin the Heavens, inthe Sun, Moon, 
Stars, Rain-bows, and ſtrange Apparitions , in theſe laſt four 
years? Let us at leaſt acknowledge theſe to be Signs, and Signs 
of ſome great and notable change, which the Aftrologers and 
our ſweet Lady Phyſiologie, could not poſlibly attribute ro the 
natural courle of the Stars , ſeeing they neither forekney, 
nor fore-told any ſuch things before. Neuher can any Afro. 


toger rationally lay, that the courſe of the Heavens did _ 
ce 
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tell that dreadful Monſter, which Tiber near Rome caſt forth, To% 119 /ee 


the Pitinie of 


Which had an Aſſes head, the brealt and belly of a woman, 1,7 04% 
the right foot like an Elephants, the legs ſcaled likea fiſh, and with the in, * 
bebingd,. the head of a Dragon, By which undoubtedly the terpretation 
Papaey was lignified, char great anger and reyenge of God, thereef, iz 
Certainly fo great a heap ot Signs , doth portend ſomething — $s ſe- 
more, then any reaſon of.man can pollibly imag;ne, ooh gang 
. And mens bearts ſþall {atl them fo2 fear,and fc2 lcokingaf- Wirtem- 
ter thoſe things that ſhall come on.the wezld, Ard theſe who. berge, /o!. 
ſo pine awsg,' are not thoſe ſecure andilothful men, who con... 395: 
(Fnnthgy ns of God, and attribute them to Nature :. Bu. 
the beſt and moſt innocent , who. weigh the judgements of 
God, and do meditate in their bearts of his maryailous works. 
Now to faint and pine away, is, to be fo troubled and ter. 
rified at thoſe things, thar- ſhall come upon the world, that 
far, fegr.. of them-chey ſhall eyen die, or almoſt die, ſo.chac, 
that dread ſhall conſume all the moiſture of their bodies, and 
devour all their ſtrength, and ſhall cauſe them manifeſtly to 
wither and be dryed up. And tbe things which chey fear and 
doexpeR ſhall come upon the world, are the laſt Day, the 
laſt Judgemenc , the fire of Hell , and eternal Deſtruction , 
and thoſe evils which do attend theſe, Theſe things they fear 
indeed and expe, but they ſhall come upon the world, that 
they may be the Signs thereof, and the reſt of the men of the 
world may feel them, who do now ſecurely contemn and de. 
ride thoſe that tremble and pine away, and through greatneſs 
of horror can ſcarce ſubſiſt, Who further are thoſe that pine 
away, I cannot ſay, unleſs perhaps it be they , who are exer- 
ciſed with that higheſt temptation of Death and Hell, of 
which Tazxleras writes nota little, For that deyours the fleſh 
and the blood, and conſumes the marrow and the bones , and 
is death it ſelf, and is ſo far beyond enduring, that no man can 
bear it; except hebe upheld by a divine miracle. This ſome of 
the Patriarchs have taſted, Abraham,: Zacob, Moſes, David, 
and ſome others, but towards the end of the world, it ſhall. 
be more common, This Sign, it may be, ſhall be more mani- 
feſt, though there haye been nor a, few, and are daily ſome , 
who have had experience of this Temptation, rhough it hath 
been known to few. Such men = the ſorrows of Death 
an 
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and wreſtle with it z tn which encounter they perceive what 
things ſhall come upon the world, and do fear left they them- 
ſelves be ſwallowed up in them: Akhough there is nor alictle 
hope, that there are ſuch among theſe, to whom God is mo? 
merciful , and deſires their g00d, Forthe words of Chriſt 
importthus much , as if he had divided theſe rwo things, to: 
wit, the horror of rhethings that ſhall come upon the world , 
and the things themſelves which ſhall come nponthe word , 
fo that the Ele ſhall be tryed with the fear and horror of 
theſe things, andthe reſt ſhall be deſtroyed with thaſeborrible 
things themſelves, Thar fear and horror being accounted'to 
the Godly for Death arid Hell, but the World, whois deftitate 
of this fear, ſhall feel Death and Hell themſelves , with their 
own eternal damnation, Iv 2 

Foz the "Powers of Peaben fþall be ſþaken, - Theſe 

Powers ſome do interpret to be Ange/s. But feeing Chriſt 
calls theſe /ig»z, by which we may know beforehand the com- 
ing of the laſt Day, they muſt needs be manifeſt and obvious 
ro our bodily ſenſes, For even thoſe men, who pine away for 
fear and expeRation of thoſe things that ſhall come upon the 
earth, though they be chiefly afflicted in mind; which no tnan 
can ſee, yet they are ſo afflicted, that it appears outwardly , 
for they ptne away : After the fame manner, the commotions - 
of rheſe Powers of Heaven muſt appear , and be known out- 
wardly, Further, the Scriptures ſpeak of the Powers of Hea. 
ven, after two manner of wayes : One manner is, that by the 
Powers of Heaven, you may underſtand the Heavens endow- 
ed with power , or mighty , as being ſuch who overcome all 
the creatures by their yertue or influence ; for the other crea. 
tyres that are under Heaven, are moyed and receive vertue , 
from the light, heat and motions of the Heavens, For, whar 
were the world without the Heavens, but an huge, filthy, ilf- 
favouted defarc 2 Upon the fame ground, the: Scriprure calls 
Princes and Mapiftrares, Powers, to wit, becanſethey reign , 
and do goyern their ſubjeRts as ir were by.their 6wn Verrue or 
Power, and do make them induſtrious ro bulinefs, In another 
ſenſe, the Powers of Heaven ſignifie the ſame, as the Hoſt or 
@rnament of Heaven, according to that i Pſalm '; 3. By the 
Ward of the Lbrd mire the Heavens made, ana alt the —_ 
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hoſt of them , by the breath of his mouth. And Geneſi; 2.1. 
The heaven and the earth were finiſhed , and all the power, that 
is, all the Hoſt of them. Andinthis ſenſe , for the molt part, 
the Powers of Heaven are taken in the Scriptures, And it 1s 
manifeſt, even by theſe two texts, that the Hoſts and Powers 
of Heaven and Earth, do fignifie thoſe things which are con- 
rained in Heaven and in Earth. As namely, in the Heavens, 
the Sun, Moon , Stars, and whatever elſe -is above, in the 
Earth, men, beaſts, birds, fiſhes, trees, herbs, and what elſe is 
on the earth. And fo the forementioned words of Chriſt, ro 
wit, the Powers of Heaven , may be taken either way , but 
chiefly, that they ſhould fignifte, the Powers of the Hoſt of 
Heaven , which are contained in Heaven, As if Chriſt had 
faid, All che creatures ſhall be moyed , that they may foretell 
my great Day. The Sun and Moon, by their want of light, 
the Stars by their falling, the Nations by making wars, men 
by their preſſure and terror, the earth by its motion and 
ſhaking , the waters by their waves and roaring , the air by 
peltilence and corruption , and ſo the Heavens by all their 
Hoſt and Power, But what properly isthe ſhaking of theſe 
heavenly powers, is not certainly manifeſt ro me, unleſs4t 
ſhould be that great (onvention of Planets, which ſhall begin 
in the twenty fourth year, For thoſe wandring Stars which 
they call Planets, are certainly of the Powers of Heaven , 
whoſe unuſual concourſe cannot chuſe but fore-te!l ſome 
great thing to come upon the world. Neither did Chriſt fore. 
tell that all the powers of the world ſhould be ſhaken, but 
ſome, as not all the Stars ſhall fall, but ſome ; not all men 
ſhall faint and pine away for fear, but ſome , not all waters 
ſhall alwayes roar, nor the Sun and Moon be alwayes darken- 
ed. For ſeeing theſe mult needs be Signs, as hath been often 
ſaid, rhey muſt neceſſarily come to paſs in ſomethings, at 
ſome times, that they may adminiſter occaſion to the Godly, 
to conſider of the approach of the Day of che Lord , above 
all other II, 2nd are not Signs hereof, Further I do 
ſuppoſe, that that ſhaking of the Powers of Heaven , which is 
here ſpoke of, may poſſibly be that notabie —y 
Stars , and moſt unwonted Conjuntion of Planets , whic 

will be, as we have ſaid, in the ewemy fourth year, Afre- 
C 2 logors 
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lygers (ay, it fore-tells a Deluge , I wiſh it did indeed forete!} 
the laſt Day. Again, I admoniſh thee, godly Reader, thatir 
may not prevail with thee to think, that this Conſtellation is 
not a Sign of the approaching of the laſt Day , becauſe ir 
ſhall come to paſs, by the natural courſe of the Stars ; for if 
Chriſt ſhall ſay it is a Sign, who dare reckon it not worth obr 
crediting ? Thisalſois to be well noted , that this doth then 
concur, when almoſt all the reſt of the Signs, are broughr 
forth together as in an heap, & this happens at the ſame time. 
Whetefore ſuffer wicked men to doubt , and to contemn the 
Signs of God, but do thou be ſure to believe the Goſpel, for 
this certainly will be the moſt ſafe and moſt faving way, 
There are beſides theſe, other Signs ſet down, Lake 17. 
and Aatth. 24. as Peſtilences, Earth-quakes, Famines, Wars, 
which. althongh they have happened to the world often be- 
fore, notwithſtanding they are for Signs, eſpecially when chey 
fall in , with other Signs. And all men do confeſs, that the 
Wars of this preſent Age are ſo-managed, that the old Cap- 
tains, may ſeem but children in compariſon of thoſe ve have 
now : And the skill of waging war hath ſo much encreaſed, 
that more cruel and deſperate arms and weapons of war, and 
other warlike Inſtruments, can hardly be invented, then are 
now. Burt ſeeing this preſent Scripture doth not mention 
theſe, we will alſo paſs them by ; yet who ever thou art, that 
wilt not neplet thy own ſalvation , acknowledge theſe for 
Signs, which do fore-tell ſome great things, Burt there are 
very few, who do account theſe things wortly the taking no- 
tice of, and the common people contemr them, which chings 
they do to their own great harm, and hereafter wil! repent 1n 
vain, thatthey have done fo. 

Then ſhall they ſ& the Son of man coming in a cloud, 
with Power and great Glozy, By power here we may un- 
derſtand, the Hoſt of the Angels, and of the Saints, and of 
all the Creatures, wherewith Chriſt ſhall come accompanyed 
to Judgement , which I judge to be the trueſt underſtanding 
of this place. Although the Power, wherein Chriſt did fore- 
tell, he ſhould come, we may alſo take in this ſenſe, that 
Chrit ſhall then appear in ſo much the greater power, by how 
much he appeared here in the greater weakneſs , And he doth 

nor 
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not'dnly ſay that he ſhall come, but that men ſhall ſee kim com- 
ing, When Chriſt formerly being made man, viſited the 
world at his birth, he came indeed, but' no body ſaw him , 
for men only beheld chat form of a ſervant which he did af- 
ſume:: he comes alſo daily into the hearts of believers through 
faith, butbeis not ſeen : but inthis his laſt coming he ſhall 
come ſo manifeſtly, thar all fleſh ſhall bzhold him. Accord. 
ing to thatin Rev. 1. Everyeye ſhall ſee him, and they ſhall 
ſo ſee him, that they ſhall acknowledge the ſame Chriſt to be 
that man, who was born of -the Virgin Afary, and lived 
kerein the world. Otherwiſe he might have ſaid, And they 
ſhall ſee me, which word could not expreſly be underſtood of 
his corporal form, but now he ſaith,They ſhall ſee the Sox of 
Man, and by this he hath moſt clrearly expreſſed, that this 
coming of his ſhall be corporal, and that he ſhall be ſeen bo- 
dily of all, as the Son of Man ; ina bodily form indeed, but 
alſo with great Power, with great Armies of Angels, and 
with moſt admirable Glory, and Majeſty, fitting upon a brighr 
* cloud, and ſurrounded with all the companies of all the Saints. 
Of which Day and appearing of Chriſt, the Scripture every 
where teſtifies many things, and all things, do indeed look un. 
to this. 

And when theſe things ſhall begin to come to paſs, then 
look up, and lift up your beads, fo2 your Kedemption dratos 
near. Here, it may be, you will ſay, But who can look up, 
and liftup_bis head, when ſuch dreadful anger, and ſeyere 
zadgement, is coming on the world ? The whole world trem- 
bles at the preſence of this Day, and through fear. hangs 
down its head, and beholds the earch ; how ſhould we then 
lift up our heads and look up, as men uſe to do which rejoice ? 
I anſwer, That this is ſpoken not to Jews or Heathens, buc 
t0 Chriſtians only. And true Chriſtians, as they are exer- 
ciſed with continual temptations and perſecutions, by reaſon 
of their ſins,and with diyers evils, ſo they feel this preſent life, 
to be difficult and troubleſome, and ſo they alwaies deſire and 
pray, that =y might exchange it : that is, that-chey may be 
ſet free from fin and other evils, whichalſo they pray for daily 
m the Lords prayer,ſaying, Thy Kingdom come,and Deliver us 


- fromevil, Andif we be crue Chriitians, we pray for chis 
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with our very hearts, otherwiſe we are no Chriſtians, Furs 
. thermore,when we pray for theſe things with 'our heatt, and 
do deſire the coming of our Lord with our whole ſoul, it can. 
not be, but chat we ſhould behold with great joy, the appear- 
ance of theſe Signs of Chriſts coming forecold in the word, 
though they be grievous to Nature torlee ; and as Chriſt here 
commands us, we ſhall behold with ſingular joy, theſe fore- 
runners of our Redemption, looking up, and lifting up our 
heads : and ſhall embrace with both arms our only defired 
Savior coming to us. - For whata man bath defired with his 
ſoul, and what he hath earneſtly prayed for, how can he 
. chule but imbrace it with great -joy, when it is come ? 
Wherefore Chrifis words imporc thus much, You do daily 
intreat the Father, that his Kingdom may come to you, that 
thereby you may once be-fully delivered from all evils and 
ſins ; and therefore when the Signs forecold ſhall begin ro 
come to paſs, lift up you your heads, and do not ( as fear- 
ful men are wont ) hang them down, bur look up lively and 
 chearfully, for that very Kingdom of God, and your deli- 

«verance from all evil, is drawing near. 

Whoever of us therefore:do 'hate our fins, and do deſire 
to be fully ſer free from Death and Hell, we muſt not fear this 
- coming of our Lord, but rather defire it withall our hearts. 
Paxlin 2 Tim.4. ſaith, In that day the Lord foall give me 4 
erown of righteouſneſs, and not me only, but all that love his 
coming, It therefore the Lord will give a Crown to them 
that loye his coming, what-may they expeR, who hate and 
abhor it, but Hell for their reward, as his very enemies ? And 
ſoin the Epiſtle to T;r#s, he commands us T's /ook for the bleſ- 
ſed hope, and the coming of the glory of the great God, And 
Luke 12. Be ye your ſelves ike unto men that wait for their 
Alaſter, when be will return from the wedding, They that 
fear this coming, and ſo would not have him come, what do 
they co, when they pray, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
deliver us from evil, but mock God, and reſiſt his will ? for 
he himſelf bath appointed that this day ſhall come at laſt, 
for the ſull deliverance of his Saints, and they as men twice 
wretched, do fear it, as a day of Deftration, How well 
do theſe agree with God, how truly do they pray, rby = 
: e 


hatredbr horror of this Day ſhould have ny placein us, for 
it isan unhappy Sign, and can baye _— EXcePr it bein 
Reprobares, whoſe iron necks and tony hearts, perchance.ic 
woul&not'be unprofitable-to be broken in pieces with this 
horror, if atleaſt by this nears they might be brought to Re. 
pentance, But this Day muſt needs come as a joyful and lovely 
Day,to aft'the Godly,and ſuch ashaye unfeigned faith. For the 
ſelf ſame Day ſhall bring forth together, both the greateſt qui. 
ernefs and ſoy to believers, and the greateſt trembling and 
horror to unbelievers; as the Goſpel which is the moſt ſweer 
thing r6the EleR, is rhe'n;oft odious and bateful thing to Re 
obates. Finally, for what cauſe ſhould the faichful who'rruſt 
in Chriſt be afraid of that Day; and nor rather expe it with 
t defire,and entertain it with great delighr when-itcomes, 
Ph Chriſt 'comes purpoſely for 'their Redemption, and is 
Wholſy on their fide? But thou wilt ſay, Iconld indeed eaſily 
ani heartily defire' and lovt this day , if I were righteous ,aud 
not fo burden with fin as I am. lanſwer. Be it ſo that 
thon art unrighteous, aud heavy laden with fin, yet what will 
this avail thee in this matter, ro tremble at, and flee from the 
diy'of the Lord ? For certainly by this means thou canſt 
never anburden thy (elf of fin, if thon ſhouldſt fear and 
tremble thus, a thouſand years together , for the- damned 
are in this perpetual offence, and yer are not at all freed from 
their ſins-by this means. For it is ſo impoſſible for thee, 
to'free thy felf from fin by this means, tharchy ſin is inereaſ. 
ed- thereby, and thou- art the more hindred:from being de- 
livered from it, becauſerhou doſt fear againſt the will of the 
Lord. Wherefore we muſt avoid this fear, which is as fool. 
iſhas it is burtful ; for though thou doſt fear and tremble 


never ſo much, yet this Day will come, andthou-muſt needs - 


be ſet before the Tribunal of the Judge; and therefore hap- 
Py ſhall be be, that can love righreouſneſs, and expe@ the: 
Day of the Lord with delight , for hence. will ſpring up 
abundant Salvation, Wherefore if thou faiſt true, thae 
thou aft ſore grieved, becauſe thou art burdened with fin, and 
that thon doſt deſire righteouſneſs with all thy heart, then 
give God thanks, and Rtillinfiſt on this defire, and go _ 
thi 
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be done ? Wherefore we ought to take fpecial Gare left any 
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thirſtafter Deliverance from fin-;-and I could wiſh,: that this 
. deſire mighe beſo ſtrong in thee, that it might even kill thee, 
Forno man is more; prepared for this Day of the Lord, then 
hethat doth moſt earnetily deſire $0 be freed from. ſin... And 
if thou beheld yith this deſire, wby doft choy, trembled: For 
thatDay and you are well agreed ; For, you deſire tg be freed 
from /'ſin,- arid that Day ſhall ſhine forth to this very end, thar 
you may be freed : and therefore rather give thanks to God, 
who hath promiſed that this Day ſhall come, and do thou g9 
on to defire it, for Chriſt faith, thy Redemption 55, drawin 

ear. | But take thoh. heed, thar thou decerye- not, chy ſelf, 
whenthou faiſt thou deſirelt, tg be freed from thy fins, and 
not to! be afraid.of that [Day ;. for,-perhaps thy ,beart is 
wicked ;-and-dectives thee, and ſo doth- far, this Nay, not 
becauſeiit1s burdened, wich, its ſins, and- deſires deliverance, 
but rather: becauſe for'fear of -that Day, .1t ,can. a9 langer 
drown it; ſelf licentiouſly and ſecurely in' fin..:. Here ſee to 
it, leſt the light chat is in thee be darkneſs. | For a bearc 
that truly hates fin, and which, doth ſeriouſly defire to be 
delivered fromit, cannot- chuſe- but rejoice at the approach 
of this.day, which-will come for this very cauſe, to make him 
partaker of his deſires, and to perfozm-the things he longs for. 
Wherefore if he do nor rejoice, it'i$ #'certain argument, that 
hedoth not indeed deſire to be-freed from ſin. Wherefore we 
ought to take great care, that laying aſide the hatred and fear 
of this Day, we: may truly and out of our very ſouls de- 
fire to be freed from fin, and foit will come to paſs , that we 
ſhall not only comfortably expe the coming of the, Lord, 
but ſhall alſo with earneſt longing, and ſolid joy, pray for. ir., 
when we ſay , Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done. Now that 
we may attain to this, we muſt needs lay afide our own judge- 
ment, and cleave cloſe to the naked Words of Chriſt, rely- 
ing on them with our whole ſoul.;-,For nothing .can bap- 
pen ſo terrible to the World about'the rime of. Chrifts com- 
ing, which may not be unto thee matter of the. greateſt conſo» 
lation and Joy : only, if thou weigh the words of our Savi- 
or, with a heart truly faichful, He had faid you ſhall hear 
of rumorsof Wars, which things might terrifie us, and then 


preſently adds, be not afraid ; | which 1s nothing elfe, = 
c 
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be of an invincible courage, and entertain this Sign, whatever 
itis, with joy, He had ſaid, the Sun ſhould be | Ar ys 
the Moon and the Srars ſhould fall, and men ſhould be rrou- 
bled, and the Powers of Heaven ſhould be moved, and men 
ſhould pine away through fear of the judgement to come, 
all which things are little pleaſant to fleſh and blogd, buc 
how much conſolation hath he given to believers, when he 
ſubjoines , /2ck, xp, and lift up your heads, your Redemption 
draws near ? As if he ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever in theſe 
Signs that I have foretold may ſeem terrible, all that belongs 
to the unbelieving world; but it ought ro be unto you an oc- 
cafion of the greateſt and moſt full joy, Do not in this 
matter follow the ſenſe of the fleſh, but rather believe my 
Word, The fleſh trembling, had rather hang down its 
head, and in great trouble look on the earth, becauſe it 
dreads its own deſtruction, which ſhall indeed come upon 
unbelievers : but T command you to look cheartully, and to 
lift up your heads with rejoicing, becauſe no evil is draw- 
ing near, but your ſo long looked for, and hoped for, 
Redemption, Refolve now whom you will believe, either 
the fleſh, which trembles at the Signs of your Salvation, 
as at the forerunners of Death, or. Me the Author »both 
of your Salvation, and of theſe Signs, who do affirm tha 
they both ſigniſfie and bring along with them your full Re. 
demption trom all evil, and alſo the perfe&t conſummation 
of your whole Salvation, And how could He both more 
ſweetly and powerfully comfort us, and fortifie us againſt all 
terrors* Ard whom theſe things do not confirm, and cauſe 
with great joy and deſire to expe&t the Day of the Lord, 
I know not what may confirm and comfort them; Whar, 
do you think the Truth of God will lye to you, and lead 
you to a falſe confidence ? Let thoſe things be true, which 
the Truth itſelf reacheth yon , *give thanks, and be confidenr'; 
for you can have no comfort nor conſolation, if you neg- 
let theſe Words, It is Chriſt that faith, :your Redemption 
draws nigh, not your Damnation, and you would invert 
his words, and ſay, your Damnation draws near; and not 
your Redemption, And would you ſhun your Salvation, 
ſo that you can neither ſalute your God, who: comes for 


your Redemption, nor yet anſwer him who ſalures you ? _- 
D this 
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this deſperate madneſs be far from thee. It is no doubt but 
he ſpeaks theſe words of ſo great conſolation for weak 
hearts z who though they be godly, and in ſome meaſure 
prepared for that great Day, yet through too much fear 
and dread do hinder themſelves from deſiring the coming of 
Chriſt, of which ſort, as we have ſaid before, there will 
be more found towards the end of the world then former- 
ly. And therefore be calls bis coming the Day of their Re 
demption, as if he ſhould ſay, I know that at that time, true 
faith and love being extinguiſhed, iniquity will reign far 
and near, -and revenge will be predominant ; 'peſtilences, 
famine, wars, ww preyail, and hereupon it cannot be other- 
wiſe but you will fear, becauſe you are fleſh, and not wholly 
regenerated by the 'Spirit : but yet be of good cheer, for 
that my Day, ſhall free you from all thoſe evils, and ſhall be 
the Day of your-Redempcion.. What cau. aMicted Conſci- 
ences hear. with more joy and defire? Who would not great- 
ly defire to beRedeemed ? Who would indure to live in a 
world ſo filchy, ſo wretched, and fo loaden with ſin, and 
the puniſhmenr/of ſin? Who would not earnelily deſire an 
end to ſo great miſeries, to ſuch dangers of mens Souls, to 
ſuch'defttuction 'of-their bodies, eſpecially ſecing Chriſt our 
Saviour doth ſo lovingly and comfortably call us from thence, 
and inviteusto ſolid happineſs ? Thoſe wretched feigners and 

reachers of -Þreams, can never be ſufficiently blamed, who 
bh hid theſe'words of Chrift, ſo full of ſuch great conſo- 
lation, from: afflicted Conſciences, and: turn their faich from 
them, and would compel. men to righteouſneſs only by 
fear and tecror, and prepare men to the day of the Lord, 
by their own works, and fatisfation for their own fins. 
And by this means, what elſc hath been confirmed and increa- 
fed in the hearts of men, but dread and horror, from 
whence the fear- and hatred of the coming of the Lord 
hath receiyed;great increaſe 2. So that it moit certain, thar 
thoſe Murdexers of mens Conſciences: have don2 nothing 
elſe then wrought and confirmed | in.the hearts of men, 
a bitter emnity-again{t God, (For they haye propounded 
Chriſt no otherwiſe: ro, them then as a Jevere Judge , 
whom every one mult pleaſe and win: by. his, own works, 
But they have not, mensioned {0 muchas in one word, that 
he 
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he is a Redeemer, ſuch an one as he both names himſelf and 
willingly offers hicmſelf to be, whom any ſinner may with 
confidence expet to be his Savior, that is, his Dcliverer 
from fin, and from all other evils, and that without all their 
merit, out of his own only grace and-pgoodnelſs : and fo, 
as much as lay in them, by concealing the Goſpel from men, 
and urging them only by Lawes and fear of puniſhment, they 
have quite driven them from God, and have filled chem with 
the hatred of God, and not with love. Men indeed are to be 
terrified, bot ſuch as are obſtinate and bhardned, who alſo when 
they bgin to fear and tremble, muſt again be ſtrengthened and 
comforted. 

And now hence it is manifeſt, that thereare very few who 
pray the Zords Prayer aright, though it be faid daily every. 
where innumerable times, For there areyery few, who had 
not rather, that the laſt Cay ſhould neyer come, which-is 'no- 
thing elſe but ro be unwilling that the Kingdom of God 
ſhould come ; and ſo their heart prayes againſt their mouth; 
and God looks upon their heart, and tbey upon their mouth. 
Whereby ir is come to paſs, that men haye filled the world 
with Chappels and muttering of prayers, and whatſoever 
they mutrer, that they think they pray, when the whole de- 
fire of the heart is againſt God, and in truth ſounds no 
otherwiſe, then, Ler not thy Kingdem come,or let it not come fo 
ſoon. Which prayer is —_ elſe bur the plain 'mocking of 
God, and very blaſphemy, of which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 
 Pſal. 108. Let hi prayer be turnediuto fin, Nevertheleſs all 

the riches of the world are turned hither, that all places 
may eccho with theſe blaſphemies : and ler him be holy, who. 
ſoever doth not call this the ſervice of God, and true wor. 
ſhipping. Farther, they that do C_ feel ſome fear 
of the laſt Day, ought not for this cauſe ro deſpair, bur 
rather to endeyour that that fear may be profitable to them: 
which will then be, if henee they ſhall cake occaſion to pray, 
that the Lord of his grace wou'd change that fear they 
have of his wary into the defire and love of it. For 

Chriit hath promiſed, that we ſball receive whatſoever we 

.ark ; and ſo ſuch trembling perſons are nearer rotheir falya- 

tion, then thoſe careleſs and ſecure ones, who neither trem. 

bleat, nor are comforted at the coming of the Lord, for 
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though they be deſtitute of the deſire of this Day, yer they 
have that whereby they may be driven to it, to wit, the fear 
of it. Butthey that increaſe this fear to themſelyes, by con. 
fidering the force of Gods Law, and the anger of God 
againſt ſinners : and think by remaining thus trembling, they 
cure their fins, and purge themſelves fromthem, they do not 
only not attain what they ſeek, but alſo by how much they 
weaken their faith, by ſo much do they balten their de- 
ſtruction, and make themſelves the more. unprepared for thar 
Day, and ſo uſe that fear very imprudently and evilly, For 
85 7oha ſaith, - Fearimuſt needs be caſt a\vay, and changed, lyve 
alwaies remaining ; and this is the way whereby weare purged 
from our fins, and obtain Salvation, and. not at all by that 
deſperate trembling, eſpecially at this Day, in which Chriſt 
ſhall come- tro work out our full Redemption, There is but 
one uſe of this fear, and that is, that it may urge us to- pray 
for the deficeand love of that Day, and the fear itſelf is ty 
vaniſh away : otherwiſe where it remains, it reſiſts the good 
pleaſure of God; and thy own Redemption, which is the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Yer it is not meet that a man ſhould al- 
together be without this fear, for eng er any thing of na- 
ture is remaining ſo- long the abſenſe of this fear, is not to be 
hopcd for ; yet 4t mult needs be, that the Spirit ſhonld prevail 
atlaſt; that every one may feel in himſelf that which Chriſt 
ſpeaks of, 4.,t.26.to wit,a willing ſpirit,though the fleſhbe weak. 
Aidhe ſhewed them a {i militude.Bebold the igtree and all 
other trees, when they ſhoot (ozth their budds, ye ſ2e and 
know of pour otyn ſelves, that' ſimmer tz then nigh 
at hand, So likewiſe ye, when ye ſee theſe things 
come to paſs, underſtand that the Kindom of God ts. nigh. 
Theſe words are ſull of Conſolation, He doth. not draw- his 
Similitude ſrom-the Autumn or the Winter, when the trees 
being deprived of their leaves, look delvlate, bue from 
the Spring and the Summer, which time is pleaſant and full 
of-delights,; wherein all the creatures come ſorth as it were 
ina new life and vigor, and hiſt up their heads with. a new 
kind of chearfulneſs.;and by this fimilicude,bhe doth exhorrt us, 
to entertain the laſt Day with the like mind and affeRion, 
whecewich all-che creatures ſeem to entertain the Spring and 
the Summer, to wit, with.great joy and pleaſure, For " 
| cle 
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elſe did he nſethis f\milicude chiefly, whenotherwiſe; be mighe 
have propounded' any other ? Farther he faith not, thac 
Death and Hell draw near, but the Kingdom of God : which 
nothing elfe, but that your Redemption draws rezr, For 
We are the Kingdom of God, as the-Lord faith, Luke 17, The 
Kingdom of God ii' within you : 'wherefore the Kingdom of 
God isthen at hand,; when che time draws near that we ſhall 
be redeemed from-ſin, and from all other evils wbich do fol. 
low-fin,; For even now the Kingdom of God is begun with- 
in. vs, but in theſpirir ; and ſo long. ps we conflit. here with 
ſin; and do ſuffer many evils by resſon-of this, and whileſt we 
are yer ſubjeR to death, the Kingdom of God is not perfe& in 
vs. But when at laſtfin and death, and-all;evils whatſoever 
ſhall be taken from us, which Chriſt ſhall fully perform at the 
laſt Day, but cannot be doneiothis-preſent life, the Kingdom 
of God ſhall then be perfeRtly.conſummate in us.” Whoever 
thou art therefore, who lovel} life, and defireſt to be nuambred 
with true Chriſtians, thou oughteſt ro examine tby ſelf, and 
diligently to try thy beart, bow thon are afﬀfeRed towards the 
Day of the Lord, and although chou ſhalt live an innocent life, 
yet do nottrul} to that, for it may be confounded in .one mo- 
ment ; but rather Jean on Chriſts Words, which promiſe thar 
thy Redemption and Gods Kingdom ſhall come at that Day ; 
that the coming thereof may not terrifie thee, with damned 
and deſperate men, bat that thou mailt be the more inflamed 
with tbefervent defire thereof, that as oft 8s thou doft ei- 
ther remember it, or bear it made mention-of, thy heart may 
leap within thee for ſpiritual joy, and even burn with the 
deſire thereof, wherein thy Redemption and the King- 
dom of God will certainly come. - And except thon inde- 
vour to do this, never preſume that thou ſhale ſtand, when 
the Son of God comes ,. although. thou thy felf alone 
ſhouldeft have all the Works. and Merits of all the 
Saints, 

Uerily J ſap unto you, that this Generation ſþall not 
paſs away, - till all theſe things be iyilſililed 5 Peaben and 
_ Earth fall paſs away, hut my TUo2ds ſþall not paſs gwap, 
And is there any cauſe that the Lord ſhould ſa.copfirm his 
Words, and ratifie them, both with a; Smibtade, and alſo 
with an Oath, and ſhould prove -Ty th detrue by a Sigo, af 
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a Getierarion that ſhould not paſt away vill all be fulfilled, 
adding farther, char Heaven ava Earth ſhould ſooner paſs away, 
thew allthis ſhowld wort be fulfilled ? Now undoubtedly this is 
the cauſe, that the world, as hath been ſaid before , ſhall live 
in ſo great ſecurity abottt'chat Day; and- ſhall'ſo ſtourly con+ 
temn all thoſe Signs foretold , chough it ſhall both ſee them 
and feel them, thar ſcarce any other Words of: Godeyer were 
or can beſo negleRed, as theſe, wherein he fore-tells unto us 
his coming, For the whole world ſhall think , that they are 
not- all the Sift of the laſt Day, and thougltthey ſee chem, 
yet they ſhall not'beſieve them, fo that the vety Ele may be 
drivento doubr, touching tlioſe Words and Signs of Chrilt, 
by which means it ſhall come to paſs that tharDay ſhall break 
forth then when itis leaſt of all expe&ted' of the world, and 
when men” werehever more ſecure and careleſs thereof , and 
ſo'as Part fore-told, (whoſe words we have quoted before ) 
it ſhall ruſh apon ther-unawares, and inwrap them in ever- 

laſting horror, £ 

And fo Chriftwilling to deliver his people from this moſt 
pernicious ſecurity, and alſo to rouze rhemup certainly to ex- 
pe his coming, when the fore-named Signs ſhall' appear , 
doth uſe ſo great affeveration , and ſuch ſtrong (confirmation 
of his Word, that he may alwayet have'a render repard and 
great care of our infirmity. Let us not thereforebe wanting to 
our ſelves, diſregarding the moſt diligent premonition and 
propheſie of Chriſt our Saviour, bur ſeeing in our Ape the 
Signs foretold by him, do often come to pals, let us not think 
that the coming of Chriſt is farof, And now ler us look up 
with heads lifted up, and let usexpeRt our Redeerers coming 
with a longing and cheerful mind; For though the Signs may 
may ſeem uncertain, yet no man can deſpiſe them withont 
danger : ſeeing there can be, not only no danger, but alſo 
rear profit, if reckoning them as true , thou ſhalt prepare 
thy ſelf to meet thy Saviour, that is, if bidding farewell to 
preſent things, thou ſhalt be wholly raken up with che defire 
of the Kingdom of God'that is _—_ Let us follow cer- 
-tain things, and the Signs we have lately feen brought forth, 
le: ns nosdoabe but that they are xrue Signs of thelaſt Day , 
leaſtwe ſamble #4:hthoſe-prophanemen of rhe 'world , ard 
meet with fuddain Deftrution when weſhall promiſe _—_ 
4 n ut 


bat quietneſsto our ſelyes. Andif i ſhould happen, that we 
ſhould be deceiyed in this particular , and che things we ſee , 
ſhould not prove thoſe Signs, = ſhall we not be deceived nor 
err to Qur harm ; bur if thols chance: ro miſtake , who de. 
ſpiſe theſe Signs, they do certazuly. mils of their falyation, and 
at once periſh for over. | 

The Gezeratios which he ſaith ſhall net paſs aWay till all 
theſe things be fulfilled, is the Nation of the Jews. And from 
this place, it appears that they arg deceived who affirm, thar 
before the laſt Day all che Jews ſhall be converted unto Chriſt, 
Neither have they rightly underſtood that Scripture, Zeb. 10. 
T beve ſhall be one Shepherd and %xe fheep-fold ;, on which they 
have judged their errqr ro. be founded. For this propheſie of 
Chriſt was then fulfilled , when the Gentles came into the 
believing Jews,& is yet tO be fulfilled, by the coming in of the 
Jews co the Gentiles, which ſhall never be 1o, that the whole 
Nation of the Jews ſhall. all ar once believe in Chriſt, After 
this manner Axgsffine doth divers times interpret theſe 
words, and the very Word of Chriſt ic ſelf doth require this 
interpretation, where he ſaith, 7have alſo other ſheep which 
gre not of this fold, them alſo I muſt bring , and they ſhall hear 
my voice , and there ſhall be ene-fold and one Shepberd. And fo 
out of thefe wards, itzs evident to all, that .the Lord ſpake 
bere of the Gentiles, which throngh the Miniftery of the 
Apoſtles were brought þy him long ago to the fold of the 
Jews, and ſothe preſent propheſie is tulfilled. Bur here he 
faith, Ths Geveration, $0. wit , of the Few, which. crucified 
Chriſt , ſhall not paſs away, vill all be done , to the yery end 
of the world; For the ,Zexes mult needs remain as a Sign , to 
the very laſt Day ; and though ſome of them beconverted 
unto Chriſt, yet their Gezeratiov and progenie ſhall not end , 
but ſome of them ſhall itijl remain in the world till Chriſt 
ſhall come. Many have troubled themſelves in vain,in ſearching 
out how the Heavens and Earth ſhall paſs away. And at 
length they conſulted with that hearheniſh Ariſtotle, thar he 
might interpret Chriſts Words to them, And from him ney 
have gathered that which they teach, that Heaven and Earc 
ſhall not indeed paſs away according to their lubſtance,though 
they ſtall be changed according to their qualities , not know- 
ing what they ſpeak, or affirm. If the things they lpeak, hey 
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underſtand them thus, that the Heayens and Earth ſhould 
endure, though not in rhis foxw, they might ſpeak truly., But * 
let thoſe blind men farewell. The truth 1s thus, that as our 
bodies ſhall be changed according to their ſubſtance, and yer 
the ſelf ſame bodies ſhalt nevertheleſs riſe again according to 
their ſubſtance , ſo the Heavens and the Earth, with all the 
Elements, and all other bodies everywhere, together with all 
Humane Bodies, ſhall be diſſolved by fire in'the laſt Day, and 
be brought into very aſhes, fo that there ſhall be nothing but 
fire everywhere ; and preſently all things ſhalſthe created new 
again, and moſt beautitu!, ſo that our bodies ſhall equat the 
Sun in glory, But the Sun ſhall ſhinein a clearer light then 
now , ſeyen times more brightly. Of theſe things we read, 
2 Pet. 3. The Day of the Lord ſhall come, in tht which the Hea- 
wvens and the Earth foall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the 
Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, and whateverthings are 
built on earth , ſhall be brought into aſhes; but inſtead df 
theſe, we look for new Heavens and a new Earth, wherein 
Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell. And Pal alſo, 1 Cor. 3. foretold, 
that thelaſt Day ſhould be through fire. And we read, 1/a.30, 
T hat the light of the Moon ſhall be as the light of the Sun, and 
the light of the Sun ſhall be ſevenfold, as the Uight of ſeven 
dayes, in the day wherein the Lord ſpafl bind up the breach of bis 
people » and heal the ſtroak of their wound. Andin the fixty 
fifth chapter , For behold '1 create new- Heavens and a new 
Earth , and the former ſhall not be remembred nor come into 
wind, But you ſhall be ylad ana rejoyce for ever, in that which 7 
create. When this paſhng away, and change of Heaven and 
Earth ſhall be, not only according to their Qualities, but ac- 
cordingto their very Eſſence : Except perhaps you will de 
ny, that when all things are reduced to aſhes, ſo that nothing 
remains of them, which happens to bodies conſumed by fire, 
that yet then they are not changed according ro their ſub. 
ſtance. Now it may be, ſome body will ask,- Where ihthe 
mean time our ſouls ſhall remain, when all thing ſhall be full of 
fire, ſo that there ſhall be no place remaining , but all ſhall 
be fire ? And I would askagain of this curious man , Where 
our ſouls do dwell now , or whether they travail whileſt' we 
ſleep ? ſeeing they know nothing aright, fo much as touching 
bodies, either their own or other mens. God verily isable fo 
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to keep them in his own hand, that chey ſhall not ſo much as 
feel that great change, under which Heaven and Earth ſhall 
paſs. Do youthink chat they ſtand in need of ſame Fold, ſuch 
as;Shepherds uſe to keep their ſheep in ? Ir is ſufficient for a 
Chriftian to know, that ſouls are inthe hand of the Lord, and 
inthe boſom of nocreature ; and if thou canſt not under- 
land how this can be, lecit nottrouble thee, who canſt nor 
know how it is with thee, when thou fleepelt, or when thou 
wakeſt, nor how near either (lcep or waking.isto.thee, which 
yet happen to thee every day, What raſhneſs cherefore. is it 
to pry into. thoſe things ? The Scripture teacheth thee to fay, 
Father, into' thy hands 1 commend my* Spirit, and here our 
knowledge ſtayes. In the mean time,the Heavenand the Earth 
are renewed , and our bodies alſp are raiſed up, and we are 
quickened into eternal Happineſs, Amex. For if we knew 
how our ſouls ſhould be preſerved , there would be no need 
of Faith , but then our Faith:ſtandsand flouriſhes, when we 
are wholly ignorant of. what ſhall become of our ſouls, and 
yet notwith — hence in a good Faith , though we 
cannot know preciſely whether, and commit our ſelves aſſu- 
redly into the bands of God. 
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«= we ſhall declare a ſew Alegories our of theſe 
4 Words, The Ss fignifies Chriſt , the Afoon, the Church, 
the Stars, Chriſtians ; the Powers of Heaven , ſignifie the 

Prelates, or rather Planets in the Church. And thoſe corporal 

Signs, declare how things have been formerly carryed in the 

Chureb,and are yet carried to this Day. For they wllow and 

attend our trade in fin, and do foretell and threaten the re- 
venge of them. And ſothe deteCtion of the Sx (ignifies, that 
Chriſt ſhines not inthe Church, that is, that the Goſpe/is not 

preached, and that Faith is extinguiſhed , and tha all rrae 
Worſap of God periſhes, This hath been done, and is daily 
done, through the DoRrines and Works of men, the Pope 
-Ficring in the place of Chriſt , and with his Biſhops, and an- 
nounzed Clergy , darkning all. _ Theſe are they _ 
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have hid the trne Sn from ns ,-and have ſetup the C_ 
of Idols and vain ſhadows, inſtead of the Worſhip of God; 
whileſt they have taught wretched men to merit and. deſerye 
God, by their ſhaving, hoods, —_ Organ-pipes , and 
noiſe, and with a thouſand other moſt trifling erifles. Oh 
darkneſs ! Oh blindneſs ! And hence it neceſſarily followed; 
that the Aſoo comld nor give ber light , for the light ofthe Sun 
being, taken away, that is,' Faith, in which Chriſt is truly 
preſent , being extinguiſhed, the Chareh could not ſhine m 
Loye, nor in any good Works, or Exainples, All :'men being 
ſo intent on thote chitdiſh:toyesand worſhip , which is ſute- 
able to vain Idols, andthildrens Babies , rather thento God, 
ſo that none had leifure'to ſerve their Neighbour, or torake 
in hand true good Works. Oh- palpable darkneſs apain -; 
The fall of the Stars, thus interpret , When afty onethat is 
baptized, and added tothe Chriſtian-Flock , 'doth become a 
Prieft or a Monk, Let him believe me, to whom ic is given, 
fet bim deride me, to whomit is not/ given , however I am 
certain I ſpeak the truth, I do-nor —_— are all damned, for 
God is able to preſerve his own inthe very midſt of the fire. 
But this I ſay, whoever becomes-a Prieft of Monk, with this 
Opinion, hae he thinks in_ſo doing, be embraces ſaving 
kind of life, he departs from the Faith of Chriſt to 1ufide- 
lity, Nerher doth the falling of the Stars fignitie thoſe groſs 
falls, as into adultery, or murder, or theft, but that whereby 
men ſlide from faith to infidelity, But Prieſts and Monks, 
except God help by a miracle,in as much as concerns cheir pro» 
feſfion and manner' of living ,”they are all Apoſtares from 
Chriſt , and the true denyers of him ; ſo that in the whole 
world, there is no fort of people ſo wicked, and ſo withour 
hope of amendment, as they are. The T#rks indeed den 
Chriſt , but in theſe two things - they are leſs wicked then 
they. Firſt, becauſe they never wefe Chriſtians, neither have 
Apoltatized fromthe Faith , as theſe have done ; and alſo, 
that they do not fin againſt the Word of God, and Sacra. 
ments, which they not only do without all hurc, but alſo ſell ir 
for the greateſt merit, whiteſt they proftitute their moſt 
wicked Maſs, for a ſacrifice innumerable times every day ': 
W hich is the greateſt and moft horrible mpiery.that ever was 
inyented from the beginnitig of the world ro this day, or ſhall 
| ever 
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ever be hereafter, And to ſay all in one word , he departs 
from the Faith, and fulls from Heaven, whoeyer he be that 
hopes to obtain Righteouſneſs and Salvation by bis own 
Works, or any manner of life deviſed by man : it belongs 
to Chriſts blood alone ro make us righteous and to ſave us. 
And therefore as often as thon ſhalc ſeea Stay to fall from 
' Heaven, know thou that it fignifies mens running into 
_ ſingular way of Religion , thinking thereby to pleaſe 
Dy | 


' Farther, the Preſſure of the Nations, and the pining aw 
of men, doth fignifie that torture of Conſcience , which t 
holy Popes, and the falling Stars have experience of, whileſt 
they make tryal of every thing, though never ſo troubleſom, 
and yer obtain no eaſe thereby , wherefore the Scripture calls 
all their endeayours in this way , labour and forrow. The 
miſe of the Winds, and roaring of theWaters, do fignifie, both 

rophane Governors and People: ail of them [$000s—rgs, 
burtied with continuall perturbations, 1n ſuch fort that n6 
Prince agrees with another, nor no People nor Countrey with 
another, there is no mntual truſt berween them , all ſeek after 
their own profic, Hence it comes to pals, that there is no re. 
{traint of evil, no fear orawe upon earth, The whole world 
in the mean time, without any fear is mad on ſurfertting and 
drunkennefs, and luſt , and all manner of wickedneſs , and 
turns and confounds all things upſide-down, and all places are 
full of all ſorts of wickedneſs. The Powers of Heaven, are 
our Planets; that is, thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Tyrants, the Pope, Bt- 
ſhops and Univerſities, who though they be wholly drownetl 
inthe Power, Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of this world, 
and that in the greateſt ſecurity, and ſo do infinitely wander, 
will not be accounted wanderers, that is, Planets, which in 
Latine we call errones , becauſe they do not move in a right 
courle in the Heavens, but either backward, or on one fide. 
Whom though our Prelates do really imitate, going alwaies 
obliquely, and never in the right way, according to our Ger- 
man Proverb, Die Gelerten, die Verkerren, that is, af learned Omnes erudi- 
men are perverſe ;, yet they _ refuſe to have communion #: perverh. 
with them in their Name. And when through the light of %* 0! ic 
the Goſpel, their ſhameis publikely manifeſted, and painted Pl for 
in its proper colours, that they are eyerywhere known to be rior, | 
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makea Confellarion , they endeayour,though in yain; by their 
-Bulls and Papers to hinder and top thetruth., and.threaten 
grievous things, - and yet can do-np, good on irar alk, The Day 
that declares all their Impoſtures1s broke forth , though. c 

do withſtand it , neither; can this-lighr , like a cand ©, he bid 
under a Buſhel. Furthermore, the Parable of che F:g-tree, 
ſeems to me A: nifie the Sopncy » which though hicherto 
At bath lam iff, Hav'i hee ef-C2a into;@.corner, [eLnNOW again 
doth bud forth, tharis, us pr hes :11y andgully , 
then in twve hundred years. before , and the, knowledge of 
the Tongues increaſes; 1. doubt not , but the Fig reg ſignihes 
the Srripture; which might alſo be eafily proved ; for thoſe 
Pros, wherewich Adaw and Eve. did cover themſelves , 
did fignifie the Words: of the Scripture ; for with theſe the 
old Aduw doth alwayes endeavour to cover and adorn it ſelf, 
ghovghin yain.” This Fig-rree muſt needs byd and;flouriſh, 
and nothing ſhall hinderir tough theſe Planers and wand- 

ing Prelates ,, be troubled themſelves therear,; and. alſo 
zrouble all other things, Swwmer certainly is near, 1 wiſh 
'the /r«is might follow tbe /caves. ButT am afraid the Fip-tree 
will bring forth leaves only, ſecing che moſt of 'us ſpeak much 
of Faith, but do not aQtand live accordingly. Theſe things 
ſhall be ſufficient to bint of the 4U/egories. He thar deſires 
more , may hence take occaſion. to. turniſh bimſelſ. But ir 
becomes our Planets, with their Mifcreants , to believe none 
of theſe things, -thar ſo the Scripture may be fulfilled, which 
brands them with the deepeſt ſecurity, an —_ contempt, 
of all the Words; and Works, and Signs of God, 


